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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE BRUSSELS 1 1236 

E.O.l 1652: N/A 
TAGS: EAIR, US, BE 

SUBJECT: CIV AIR: BILATERALS IN WASHINGTON 
REF: A) STATE 143899, B) BRUSSELS 11058 

1 . REFTEL A DELIVERED TO MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
(DECASTIAUX) ON JUNE 8. 

2. OUR COMMENT REF B WAS MEANT TO EXPLAIN PARAGRAPHS 
2 AND 3 OF DE CASTIAUX'S JUNE 6 LETTER, WITH ITS 
INSISTENCE ON "CLARIFICATION" OF POSITIONS PRIOR TO 
BEGINNING OF NEGOTIATIONS. SURPRISES ENCOUNTERED 

BY BELGIANS DURING MARCH 20-21 TALKS REFER TO 
DE CASTIAUX'S REMARKS OF MARCH 14 (BRUSSELS 5030) IN 
WHICH HE TOLD US THAT BELGIAN EMBASSY/WASHINGTON HAD 
JUST INFORMED MFA THAT U.S. MIGHT WISH TO EXPAND TALKS 
TO INCLUDE FOLLOW-ON RIGHTS FOR PANAM FROM BRUSSELS 
TO WARSAW AND MOSCOW AS WELL AS AVIATION SECURITY 
QUESTIONS OF UNSPECIFIED NATURE. 

3. WE ALSO HAVE EVIDENCE THAT BELGIANS WERE SURPRISED 
BY TURN TAKEN IN OCTOBER 1977 TALKS. FOLLOWING THOSE 
TALKS, SABENA MANAGING DIRECTOR GOOSSENS TOLD US THAT 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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HE WAS "SOMEWHAT SURPRISED" TO FIND USDEL SO 
ANXIOUS TO EXPAND TALKS TO INCLUDE CHARTER AND 
TRANSATLANTIC FARE ISSUES AND "SURPRISED" THAT USDEL 
APPARENTLY UNAWARE OF GOB DESIRE FOR BLIND SECTOR 
RIGHTS (SEE EMBASSY'S MEMORANDUM OF NOVEMBER 3, 1977, 
COPY TO EB/BILLER). 
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4. WHILE WE DO NOT WISH TO BELABOR POINT, WE HAVE 
DISTINCT IMPRESSION THAT BELGIANS ARE SKITTISH THAT NEW 
SUBJECTS MAY BE ADDED BY U.S. SIDE AT LAST MINUTE, WHICH 
EXPLAINS THEIR FORMALISTIC WAY 

OF APPROACHING THE FORTHCOMING THIRD ROUND OF TALKS. 

CHAMBERS 
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